
 

 

 

 
 

 
Community 
Mini-Grants 

 

2015 Application 
 
The Community Mini-Grant Program provides modest 
catalyst funding for small- to mid-scale projects designed to 
help Grinnell become a more attractive place to live, work, 
and study. Grants enhance the quality of life in our 
community by addressing issues of importance to the 
campus community and the community at large, focusing 
on primary initiatives that enhance the social and 
economic vitality of our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
How to Apply 
Please complete this application to describe the proposed project. 
Applications need not be submitted on the application form itself, but if 
typed separately should not exceed one page (front and back).  
Submissions must also include a project budget (not to exceed one page) 
and signature attesting to the veracity of the application.  All grant 
recipients will be required to complete a project report and submit a CD 
with photos of the project outcome. 

 
Application Process  
Submit completed applications to:  
Mini-Grant Review Committee  
Office of Community Enhancement & 
Engagement  
Grinnell College, Old Glove Factory  
733 Broad Street, Grinnell, IA  50112 

Application Timing 
Applications must be received by January 
30, 2015. Awards will be announced by 
March 13, 2015. 

Grant Guidelines 
Support Areas. Funding will focus on 
initiatives that enhance the social and 
economic vitality of our community including 
cultural, recreational, and educational 
projects, those addressing human needs and 
those enhancing the safety and beauty of our 
surroundings.  Preference will be given to 
proposals that (1) leverage additional funding,  
(2) demonstrate collaborative partnerships in 
the community, (3) stimulate 
campus/community connections, (4) are 
distinct among what already exists in 
Grinnell, (5) improve over what has been 
done in the past, and (6) show promise that 
the desired results will be achieved. 
 
Grant Amounts. No application will be rejected 
based solely on the amount requested.  
However, the program is primarily intended 
to support requests ranging from $1,000–
$7,500. 
 
Exclusions. Generally, the program does not 
support: Individuals; business ventures; high 
school sports organizations; non-
governmental organizations without IRS 
501(c)(3) tax exempt status; organizations 
that limit membership and services based  on 
race, religion, color, creed,  sex, sexual 
orientation, age, or national origin; requests 
for loans  or debt retirements; operating 
expenses or endowments of organizations; 
civic, labor, or fraternal groups; political 
organizations; projects or endowments of 
organizations without connection to the 
community of Grinnell; projects that already 
have financial backing from Grinnell 
College; and projects or organizations that 
might  in any way pose a conflict with the 
mission, goals, or programs of Grinnell 
College. 
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SECTION I:  ORGANIZATION DETAILS 

Name  of Organization  

Tax ID Number/Governmental 
Status 

 

Contact Name 
 

Phone Number 
 

Address 
 

E-Mail 
 

 

SECTION II:  PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Project Name  

Amount of Funding Requested  

 

SECTION III:  PROJECT SUMMARY 
A. DESCRIPTION 
Please provide a short description 
summarizing your project. 
 

 

B. TIME FRAME 
On what date or dates would your  
proposed project take effect? 
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SECTION IV: PROJECT RATIONALE 

A. RELEVANCE 
How does this project make 
Grinnell a more attractive place to 
live, work, or study by enhancing 
the social and economic vitality 
of our community including 
cultural, recreational, and 
educational projects, those 
addressing human needs and 
those enhancing the safety and 
beauty of our surroundings? 

 

B. PARTNERSHIPS 
Describe the extent to which this 
project is a collaboration or 
partnership with other community 
entities. 

 

C. CAMPUS-COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS 
Describe the extent to which the 
project stimulates 
campus/community connections. 

 

D. DISTINCTIVENESS 
How is this project unique among 
what already exists in Grinnell? 

 

E. INNOVATION 
How does this idea incorporate 
elements that are new and 
improved over what has been 
done in the past? 
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F. PROMISE 
What evidence do you have that 
this project will achieve the 
desired results? 

 

G. ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 
Is there anything else that you 
believe the review committee 
should know? 
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SECTION V:  PROPOSED BUDGET 

A. EXPENSES 
Please detail the 
expenses you 
will incur to 
bring this 
project to life. 

1. $ 
2. $ 
3. $ 
4. $ 
5. $ 
6. $ 
7. $ 
8. $ 
9. $ 
10. $ 

Total Project Expenses: $ 
B. 
FUNDING 
SOURCES 
List all other 
sources of 
funding. For each 
funding source, 
please indicate 
whether those 
funds are 
anticipated or 
already secured. 
If contributions 
are in-kind (vs. 
cash), please 
indicate as such 
and estimate the 
dollar value 
associated with 
the contribution. 

                                                                Anticipated (A) or Granted (G)? 
1. A   G $ 
2. A   G $ 
3. A   G $ 
4. A   G $ 
5. A   G $ 
6. A   G $ 
7. A   G $ 
8. A   G $ 
9. A   G $ 
10. A   G $ 

Total Funding Source $ 

C. OTHER 
GRANTS 
INQUIRIES 
If you are 
applying for 
additional 
grants, please 
list the name of 
the grant 
opportunity.  
The amount for 
which you are 
applying and 
the anticipated 
decision date. 

Name Amount Date 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
   
   
   

   

 
 
 

Chelsey Kolpin
Extra funds to cover S&H on supplies-$50
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SECTION VI:  PROPOSED BUDGET continued 

D. Funding 
Request 
The total 
amount 
requested from 
the mini-grant 
program. What 
role will this 
grant play in the 
scope of the 
total project? 

E. 
PARTIAL 
FUNDING 
How would 
a partial 
mini- grant 
award affect 
the project? 
Would the 
project be 
scaled back 
and how? 

Signature  Title  Date 
With my signature, I verify that the facts put forth in this application are true to the best of my knowledge.  If funded, I 
agree that my organization will provide Grinnell College with documentation of expenses incurred under this grant as 
well as a brief report on the project’s success.  




	Name of Organization: Grinnell High School 
	Tax ID NumberGovernmental Status: 42-6036570
	Contact Name: Chelsey Kolpin, Kevin Seney
	Phone Number: 641-236-2716
	Address: 1333 Sunset St. Grinnell, IA 50112
	EMail: chelsey.kolpin@grinnell-k12.org; kevin.seney@grinnell-k12.org 
	Project Name: GHS Library Makerspace 
	Amount of Funding Requested: $3,115.00
	A DESCRIPTION Please provide a short description summarizing your project: Makerspaces are a relatively new concept that are being explored by schools, libraries, and communities in different levels and formats. An overarching goal of any makerspace is to inspire creativity, ingenuity, and an exploratory spirit in its users. The makerspace in the Grinnell High School library is currently in its beginning stages, but due to lack of funds, most of the projects available are craft-based in nature. This grant would allow us to provide the students opportunities to have ownership of their learning by exploring both high tech and low tech projects in our makerspace. YALSA, the Young Adult Library Services Association, best explains why we would like to turn our craft-based makerspace into a true makerspace: "Making, DIY and crafting are all hands-on, but the focus of making is to learnand ultimately innovate through doing and to leverage technologies to achieve that. DIY and crafting can involve academic learning, and certainly offer hands-on activities; however, their purpose or outcome is often different from making, because there is less of an emphasis on experiential learning or innovation (...) Making focuses more on providing (...) new knowledge and skills that often can contribute to academic achievement or career preparation" (“YALSA Making in the Library Toolkit, 3). 
	B TIME FRAME On what date or dates would your proposed project take effect: 
The project would take place when the funds are available this year, and will continue to be used throughout the 2015-2016 school year 
	A RELEVANCE How does this project make Grinnell a more attractive place to live work or study by enhancing the social and economic vitality of our community including cultural recreational and educational projects those addressing human needs and those enhancing the safety and beauty of our surroundings: This project makes Grinnell a more attractive place to study by giving students opportunities for hands-on learning that they might not be exposed to in the classroom. Having outlets for students to explore, create, use trial and error, and be exposed to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) concepts in an independent environment will give students opportunities to become more well-rounded individuals, and may spark a passion for something new. These skills can better the students' lives and the community as a whole, especially if they influence students to become interested in STEM-focused careers.
	B PARTNERSHIPS Describe the extent to which this project is a collaboration or partnership with other community entities: If this project is executed in the planned time frame, students could demonstrate their learning and use of the makerspace at the community technology fair held at the high school in May. Further community connections could include bridges between programming at the Drake library and maker hours at the high school; using both as cross promotions, and possibly sharing ideas and presenters. Finally, if enough interest exists, a makerspace club could be created, with possible help from the GNEE organization to fund the sponsor's salary.
	C CAMPUSCOMMUNITY CONNECTIONS Describe the extent to which the project stimulates campuscommunity connections: Campus and community connections could be stimulated by student or faculty involvement in maker hours or, if created, a maker club. Guest leaders would always be welcome, especially those interested in focusing on application development or coding, or any other STEM-focused topics.
	D DISTINCTIVENESS How is this project unique among what already exists in Grinnell: To my knowledge, there are no makerspaces currently in Grinnell, and there are definitely no makerspaces in the school district. This project could open doors to both the community and other school buildings in creating new programs.
	E INNOVATION How does this idea incorporate elements that are new and improved over what has been done in the past: STEM curriculum is available to students in certain classes, but at this time, there are no opportunities for students to explore these concepts in an independent environment. So, the concept is completely new to the district and would be an improvement because it would be available to all students.
	F PROMISE What evidence do you have that this project will achieve the desired results: STEM curriculum is engaging to students and often catches their attention. This will hopefully be a catalyst in encouraging students to use the makerspace. Kolpin also hopes to form a maker group or hold maker "hours" to bring focus to the space.
	G ADDITIONAL INFORMATION Is there anything else that you believe the review committee should know: GHS Librarian, Chelsey Kolpin, has been invited to be a co-presenter at the April Iowa Association of School Librarians conference on creating makerspaces in a school library. She will discuss the process she went through to create the makerspace, what her makerspace currently looks like, what her future plans are, and will give advice on securing funding for such a space.
	1: Make: electronics creation kit (the complete collection)
	fill_26: 200.00
	2: Knex-Education set
	fill_28: 126.00
	3: Little Bits Robotics student set
	fill_30: 274
	4: Keva Planks-School pack
	fill_32: 300.00
	5: Lego EV3 Core Set+Software Classroom Pack
	fill_34: 1,080
	6: 3D Pen
	fill_36: 140
	7: 3D Pen Filament-2 refills
	fill_38: 60
	8: Demco Wheeled Cart (secure storage of these materials)
	fill_40: 399 (incl. s&h)
	9: Makeymakey Kit
	fill_42: 55
	10: Craft/low tech supplies and tools
	fill_44: 432
	fill_45: 3,115.00
	1_2: GHS Student activity fund
	fill_47: 500-$600 yearly
	2_2: As needed, from library supplies
	fill_49: 50-100
	3_2: 
	fill_51: 
	4_2: 
	fill_53: 
	5_2: 
	fill_55: 
	6_2: 
	fill_57: 
	7_2: 
	fill_59: 
	8_2: 
	fill_61: 
	9_2: 
	fill_63: 
	10_2: 
	fill_65: 
	fill_66: 
	Amount1: 
	Date1: 
	Amount2: 
	Date2: 
	Amount3: 
	Date3: 
	Amount4: 
	Date4: 
	Amount5: 
	Date5: 
	D Funding Request The total amount requested from the minigrant program What role will this grant play in the scope of the total project: The total amount requested is $3,115. The role in this grant is pivotal in our project, as without additional funds from the grant, the makerspace will remain more of a craft space than a true educational tool. The expense to add the STEM elements is just too great for the library budget or the activity budget to incur. Other community grants may be applied for, but not to this degree of funding. GNEE (Grinnell Newburg Educational Excellence) is looking to fund innovative projects in schools, so extra funding could be requested from GNEE, if needed.  
	E PARTIAL FUNDING How would a partial minigrant award affect the project Would the project be scaled back and how: 
Partial funding would be appreciated, but would scale back the project. Depending on the amount of funds granted, decisions would need to be made on which items to cut out of the makerspace. Student and teacher feedback would probably be gained to see what items were top priorities for the space, and which could be left out.
	Title: 
	Date: 
	Name1: 
	Name2: 
	Name3: 
	Name4: 
	Name5: 


